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New York – An exhibition of influential photographs by William Gedney made in Kentucky and across 
the U.S. in the 1960s and 1970s will be on view at Howard Greenberg Gallery from February 5 – 
March 19, 2016. William Gedney: All Facts Eventually Lead To Mysteries will include the artist’s 
intimate portrayals of out-of-work coal miners and their families in rural Kentucky, hippie culture 
scenes from San Francisco, and his lonely-streets-at-night pictures from his travels around the U.S.  
 
Gedney was highly regarded in his lifetime, though his work was not well known beyond a small circle 
of colleagues and curators, which included photographers Lee Friedlander, Raghubir Singh, and John 
Szarkowski who curated Eastern Kentucky and San Francisco: Photographs by William Gedney (1968) 
at the Museum of Modern Art in New York. Gedney died of AIDS in 1989. The show at Howard 
Greenberg Gallery will include early work that hasn’t been seen in nearly 40 years.  
 
Simple and direct, Gedney’s elegant photographs reward the viewer with a close look at people living 
on the edge of polite society. As Szarkowski stated in the press release for the 1968 show, “Gedney’s 
pictures make it clear that the individuals are more complex and more interesting than the clichés.” 
The photographs offer a sympathetic and graceful view of Gedney’s subjects, portraying Southern 
men fixing their cars, children washing on a porch in Kentucky, and handsome hippies among a crowd 
in San Francisco with the same sensitivity. Gedney’s night pictures – of still cars and houses on empty 
streets – are devoid of people and movement and hint at an aching universal loneliness. 
 
Gedney wrote incessantly and kept many journals, some of which will also be on view at the Gallery. 
In 1962, he noted:  
 



What matters most of all, is to penetrate into the pulsing of life of the people themselves, to 
become imbued with their way of living, and to see their faces when they sing at their 
weddings, harvests and funerals, and from all these associations to distill and preserve 
something more significant than a song on record, something beyond music and words, an 
abstract essence that will remain a living force within you. 
 

Gedney’s archive, including thousands of photographs and writings, was donated to the Archive of 
Documentary Arts at the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library at Duke University in 
Durham, NC, in 1992. The archive provides scholars and students alike with remarkable access to 
Gedney’s vision and intellect. A portion of the archive is accessible online for the purposes of 
research, teaching, private study, or general interest.  
 
About William Gedney  
William Gedney (1932-1989) was born in Albany, NY. In 1951, he moved to Brooklyn to attend Pratt 
Institute, where he received his BFA. While working as a graphic designer in the late 1950s, Gedney 
took a photography course at Pratt, discovering what would become his life’s passion. He left behind 
his career as a designer in order to devote himself to documentary photography and teaching. 
Traveling the world was crucial to his work. In 1964, Gedney went to rural Kentucky to photograph 
families in a coal-mining town. In 1966-67, with a recommendation from Walker Evans, he was 
awarded a John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Fellowship and traveled across the United States 
photographing American life, focusing on youth culture in San Francisco at the end of his trip. In 
1968, his solo show the Museum of Modern Art, New York, included the Kentucky and San Francisco 
series. In 1969, he began to teach photography at Pratt Institute; additionally, Diane Arbus 
recommended that he take over her class at Cooper Union. Gedney was one of six American 
photographers chosen to document the work of the Social Security Administration, and was assigned 
to work in Kansas. A 1969-71 Fulbright Fellowship took him to India, where he lived and 
photographed in Benares for fourteen months. In 1972, he returned to Kentucky to revisit and 
photograph his 1964 subjects. In 1975-76, funded by a National Endowment for the Arts grant, he 
revisited California. In the 1970s and early 1980s, he traveled to Paris and Calcutta. The Museum of 
Modern Art, New York, began collecting Gedney’s work in 1985 and has since acquired nearly sixty 
works. 
 
Gedney’s work was exhibited during his lifetime and posthumously in group and solo shows at the 
Museum of Modern Art, New York; MoMA PS1, New York; the George Eastman House, Rochester, 
NY; and the Peabody Essex Museum, Salem, MA. A major retrospective was mounted at the San 
Francisco Museum of Modern Art in 2000. His retrospective was accompanied by the book, What was 
True: The Photographs and Notebooks of William Gedney, edited by Margaret Sartor and Geoff Dyer 
(W.W. Norton & Company, Inc., New York and London, 2000). 
 
Works by William Gedney are included in the permanent collections of the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art and the Museum of Modern Art, New York; the George Eastman House, Rochester; Duke 
University Special Collections Library, Durham, NC; the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art; and the 
Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center, Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, NY. 
 



 
 
Howard Greenberg Gallery 
Howard Greenberg Gallery is located at 41 East 57th Street, Suite 1406, New York. The gallery 
exhibits at The ADAA Art Show, The Armory Show, The AIPAD Photography Show New York, The 
London Photograph Show, Art Basel, Paris Photo, and Art Basel Miami Beach. For more information, 
contact 212-334-0010 or info@howardgreenberg.com or visit www.howardgreenberg.com. 
 
Image credit: William Gedney, Kentucky, 1972. Gelatin silver print; printed 1973, 10 X 6 3/4 inches. 
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